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A History of German Literature. By Calvin Thomas. New York: D. 

Appleton & Co., 1909. Pp. vii+430. $1.50. 

This book is a masterful treatment of German literature from early ages 
to modern times. About half of the volume is devoted to the time before the 
classical period, while to the last hundred and fifty years more than two hundred 
pages are given. This arrangement is quite in accordance with the modern 
way of dealing with German literature, where the space is allotted not in pro- 
portion to periods of time but according to the strength of our interest for 
the niore recent literary movements. It can easily be seen that Professor 
Thomas is primarily interested in the great literary heroes of the eighteenth 
century. We even feel that Grillparzer, Kleist, and Hebbel might have de- 
served a more exhaustive treatment. 

The volume will be appreciated alike by those who read German and those 
who do not; for all the quotations are translated, most of them into excellent 
English verse. We question, however, whether it is advisable to give only the 
English translation of the name of a foreign piece of literature. The foreign 
name is fixed and unchangeable, its English translations may be many and 
varied. A student who knows the original name of a piece of literature will 
often find it difficult to recognize it when he meets it under the disguise of a 
translation. Would it not be well to add under all circumstances the original 
name in parentheses? 

Universitat und Schule. Vortr'dge auf der Versammlung deutscher Philo- 
logen und Schulmanner am 25. September 1907 zu Basel. Von F. Klein, 
P. Wendland A. Brandl, und A. Harnack. Mit einem Anhange: 
Vorschldge der Unterrichtskommission der Gesellschaft deutscher 
Naturforscher und Arzte betreffend die wissenschaftliche Ausbildung 
der Lehramtskandidaten der Mathematik und Naturwissenschaften. 
Leipzig: Teubner, 1907. Pp. 88. 

This pamphlet consists of two parts. The first one contains four papers 
by prominent representatives on the relations of their respective sciences to 
secondary and university instruction. Klein writes about mathematics and 
natural sciences, Wendland about classical philology and antiquities, Brandl 
about modern languages, and Harnack about history and religion. These four lec- 
tures contain many highly interesting suggestions, which ought to attract attention 
also in this country. The second part of the book gives a number of cur- 
ricula prepared for the benefit of future secondary-school teachers in the 
above-mentioned subjects. Of special interest is the emphasis laid upon general 
education preceding the training in special subjects. 

Handworterbuch der deutschen Sprache. Von Daniel Sanders. Neubear- 
betet, erganzt und vermehrt von J. Ernst Wul^ing. Achte Auflage, 
erste der Neubearbeitung. Lieferung 1. Leipzig: O. Wigand, 1909. 
M.i. 

This is an abridged edition of Daniel Sanders' large Worterbuch der 
deutschen Sprache, and should serve the purposes of teachers and students of 
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German very well. It is entirely in German, and gives the pronunciation of 
the accent-bearing vowels. Every possible idiomatic usage of a word is quoted. 
When this dictionary is complete it will prove to be one of the most useful 
books not only for teachers of German whose native tongue is English but 
also for the native Germans themselves. 

A. C. von Not 
The University of Chicago 



Physiology and Hygiene for Secondary Schools. By Francis M. Walters. 

Boston: D. C. Heath & Co., 1909. Pp. viii+424. 

This book is a good elementary text on physiology. It covers a wide range 
of topics, treated in most cases with considerable detail. The author has suc- 
ceeded well in his purpose of presenting the elementary principles of physiologic 
science independently of their relation to the everyday experiences of young 
people. He defends this method in the preface as follows: "Too much latitude 
has been taken in the past in the use of comparisons and illustrations drawn 
from 'everyday life.' To teach that the body is a 'house,' 'machine,' or 
'city,' that the nerves carry messages' ; that the purpose of oxygen is to 'burn 
up waste,' that breathing is to 'purify the blood,' etc., may give the pupil 
phrases that he can readily repeat, but teaching of this kind does not give him 
correct ideas of his body." 

If the main object in teaching physiology in the schools were to convey con- 
crete and detailed information of the structure and function of the body and 
its organs, then the plan of this book would be excellent ; but it is far more 
important that children should learn the essential facts of personal and com- 
munity hygiene in a way that will result in the forming of health habits and 
intelligent co-operation in all matters related to community health. The latter 
result is best secured by placing the emphasis upon hygienic living as related to 
everyday life, instead of devoting most of the time to the details of physiology. 
Teachers who desire to place the emphasis upon physiology will find this book 
well adapted to their needs. A summary and description of practical experi- 
ments at the end of each chapter will prove helpful. The experiments described 
are, in general, practical and instructive although in some cases the results 
would be of doubtful value, as, for instance, the apparatus for measuring "for- 
ward" chest expansion, Fig. 51, p. 102, and the measuring of "tidal" air as 
described on p. 103. 

The important questions of the effects of alcohol and tobacco are not 
treated adequately. 

The Body at Work. By Frances Gulick Jewett. "The Gulick Hygiene 
Series," Book IV. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1909. Pp. 247. $0.50. 
The fourth volume of this admirable series of school texts on physiology 
and hygiene maintains the high standard set by the other volumes. In the 
preface Dr. Gulick describes the purpose of this book in the following words : 
"The fourth volume, The Body at Work, which is intended for the seventh 
grade, covers somewhat in detail the subjects ordinarily covered in the standard 



